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Sir C 
In response to the April 3, 2003 Office Action, please amend me above-identified 



CD 

m 

application as follows. 

o 

-< 

TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 3 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 1, ft and 1? ag folk***^ ~ 




1. (Three Times Amended) A process for producing a water-absorbent resin, which 
comprises the step of treating acrylic acid and/or its salt with an alkali, where the mixture of 
acrylic acid and/or its salt and the alkali is a solution containing 0.5 to 20 ppm of oxygen, and 
thereafter polymerizing at least one monomer component including acrylic acid and/or its salt as 
major components to produce a water-absorbent resin that is a neutralized salt, where said 
treating step treats at least 50 mol% of acrylic acid or salt of said monomer component, wherein 
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12 . (A^ded) A^~-^to*i-raa«i--»*«-*»**- hB 

agent is a hydrazine compound. 
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